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President’s Message 
 

As I write this message, the December holidays are fading into pleasant memories, and the 
New Year is fast approaching.  I hope it will be a happy, healthy, prosperous one for all of 
you and your families – and also one that’s full of artistic opportunities, inspirations, and 
accomplishments. 
 
I am pleased to report that this coming year, thanks to the hard work of board member 
Joanne Willoughby, we will be having an additional demo on February 16 in the Simoni 
Room (second floor) of the Norwood Library at 33 Walpole Street.  And I hope you’ll mark it 
on your calendar now, so you don’t forget it. 
 
Our guest artist at this demo will be Karen Blackwood of Newburyport, Massachusetts, a 
talented oil painter who specializes in plein-air landscapes and seascapes in the California 
Impressionism tradition.  I think you’ll be dazzled by the wonderful way she handles light 
and conveys her emotional response to her subject matter.  And I invite you to preview her 
work right now on her website: http://karenblackwoodfineart.com/works. 
 
Remember, you are welcome to bring any fellow artists or other friends you feel might be 
interested in this program (and hopefully, joining NAA) with you free of charge.  And both 
you and they can participate in the auction of a small work Karen will be donating for the 
occasion. 
 
The NAA board will also soon be starting to plan for this year’s Art in the Park.  So if you 
have any ideas that might make this terrific annual event even better – or if you’re 
interested in joining the board and becoming involved in this or any of our other activities – 
please give me a call at 781-762-3779 or drop me an email at jeanbhall@aol.com.  I look 
forward to talking to you and working with you to make 2017 our art association’s best year 
ever! 

 

 
 
Diane Scotti’s pet portrait for raffle 
winner Nicholas O’Connell.

 
 
Jo Willoughby’s pet portrait for the 
raffle winner, Emily Frasier 

http://www.norwoodartassociation.com/
http://karenblackwoodfineart.com/works


NORWOOD ART ASSOCIATION Newsletter January 2017 
 

 

 
 

NAA Board Holiday Dinner at Olivadi’s in Norwood 
Standing: Richard Cann, Joan Willougby, Diane Connelly, Julie Vecchio 

Ellie Dillon, Maureen Obey, Brenda O’Connor 
Inset: John Hall.  Seated: Jean Hall, Joan Percy, Ellen Little, Inez Reardon 

 

 
Next demo, February 16 Karen Blackwood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Karen Blackwood 

 

 
After the Storm 
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What is in the Header? 
 
Leaves blanched by the 
first frost still linger in the 
fading afternoon sunlight 
lining the picturesque trail 
weaving its way from the 
Charles River Gateway at 
the shuttered State 
Hospital to its end in 
Needham. (Phot  by RGC) 

Next Demos 
There will be no painting demos in January. 
Set this time aside for your own creative 
processes.  
When we return in February we will be in the 
Simoni Room in the Norwood Public Library.   
We are anticipating these artists to enthrall us. 
February 16 Karen Blackwood 
March 16 John Roman 
April 20 Liz Ricketson 
May 18  Michelle Poirer-Mozzone 
 

Art supplies here again 
 
Custom Art Framing, Inc.  
45 Central St, Norwood, MA 
02062, (781) 762-3300 
 
Stocking: Sennelier brand 
oil, acrylic, watercolor sets 
and pastel sets. Some 
brushes and pads. 

Karen's paintings have been included in exhibitions 
organized by the Huntington Museum in Pasadena, 
CA, the Pasadena Historical Society and the 
California Art Club, solo shows at the Birmingham 
Community House,  the BUC in Bloomfield, MI and 
the Saline Art Center in Saline, MI. Haynes Gallery, 
Tree's Place and Susan Powell Fine Art as well as 
well as the American Society of Marine Artists 
Juried National Exhibition. 
Her art has been featured in numerous 
publications including American Art Collector, Fine 
Art Connoisseur and the June/July issue of 
International Artist Magazine. The New York 
Times and the LA Times. She was also featured in 
the October 2016 American Society of Marine 
Artist Quarterly Magazine which goes to the 
Smithsonian Archives. 
Blackwood teaches painting workshops across New 
England. 
 
KarenBlackwood@KarenBlackwoodFineArt.com 

 
Dinghy in the fog 

 
Amazing Ultramarine  (Wikipedia) 

Ultramarine was the finest and most expensive blue used by Renaissance painters. It 
was often used for the robes of the Virgin Mary, and symbolized holiness and 
humility. It remained an extremely expensive pigment until a synthetic ultramarine 
was invented in 1826. 

Ultramarine is a deep blue color and a pigment which was originally made by 
grinding a rock called lapis lazuli into a powder and then refining it. The name comes 
from the Latin ultramarinus, literally "beyond the sea", because the pigment was 
imported into Europe from mines in Afghanistan by Italian traders during the 14th 
and 15th centuries. 

Synthetic ultramarine is a more vivid blue than natural ultramarine, since the 
particles in synthetic ultramarine are smaller and more uniform than natural 
ultramarine and therefore diffuse light more evenly.  

 
Synthetic Ultramarine 

 

 
Natural Ultramarine 

 

http://www.charlesriverlink.org/
http://www.customartframing.com/Custom_Art_Framing/home.html
file:///C:/Users/anony/Google%20Drive/NAA/Newsletter/2017%20January/KarenBlackwood@KarenBlackwoodFineArt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultramarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pigment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lapis_lazuli
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About this newsletter Read about why some things are upside down of the fourth page~! 

 
Form This is the fourth newsletter conceived by Richard Cann. It is designed to be both emailed and snailmailed without 
modification.  Since the hardcopy of the Newsletter mail requires no envelope, this design allows an attractive 
presentation on the exterior, making it more appealing. 
 
Format email: The Newsletter is transmitted as a computer PDF file. Once opened, it may be printed to give an exact 
replica of that sent by USPS mail  
 
Format snailmail: Designed to be printed, this four page Newsletter is folded into approximate thirds, (hunt for the 
secret guideline on the first page!) an address sticker is applied to hold it closed and a stamp applied. No envelope is used.  
Try it. Then give a copy to a friend. 
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PO Box 856 Norwood MA 02062 


